214                LOCAL INQUIRIES
This can be best illustrated perhaps by reference to experience of a definite kind In the Chota Nagpur Division of Bengal, when I first visited it, I found that the action of the civil courts was operating to dispossess of their rights that section of the agricultural community which was the most deeply interested in the land, and at the same time the weakest and most ignorant It is for the defence of the rights of the weak as against the stiong that our courts exist, and yet the action of the courts in that Division was favouring the strong as against the weak, and depriving the true cultivators of the soil of their rights and interests in it, in favour of those who were many of them aliens, and all of them powerful.
The cause of this was simply that these powerful persons were able to secure good legal advice 9 they understood the procedure of the courts, and they knew both how to present their claims in a plausible way, and what kind of evidence was required to support these claims Their unfortunate opponents were ignorant of the procedure of the courts, lax in their attendance at court, and unable to secure proper legal advice There was one member of the Bar, so far as I remember, who with great self-denial devoted himself, out of a desire to see justice done, to piotecting the rights of these ignorant cultivators He encouraged them to come to him, and took their cases either for nothing or at nominal fees, although he was a man quite able to command a lucrative practice. But, generally speaking, the members of the Bar were naturally inclined to take up only the cases of those who were able to pay high fees and to explain their cases intelligently.
Meanwhile, the courts were passing decisions upon the evidence submitted to them, without any regard to the real facts of the case, although in many instances these facts might have been easily ascertained. At the very time that such injustice was being done in the courts as tended to excite discontent and unrest among the agricultural community, a Record of Rights was being prepared by the Executive officers of the Government at enormous expense. Experienced Revenue